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Thank you worthy President  

Good evening brothers. Today, February 1st, Ireland traditionally 

celebrates the first day of Spring. It is also the feast of St. Brigid, or 

Imbolc. So tonight I’ll share with your what I’ve learned about the 

background and importance of St. Brigid in Ireland's national politics.  

Brigid is a revered figure in Irish history and culture and is considered 

one of Ireland's patron saints. She is both a revered historical holy 

person, and a powerful central figure in Irish folklore and mythology. 

She lived in the 5th century and was known for her acts of kindness and 

generosity towards the poor and marginalized. Her feast day, Imbolc, is 

celebrated on February 1st and has been an important part of Irish 

cultural and religious traditions for centuries. Imbolc was associated 

with the beginning of spring and was a time of renewal and hope. St. 

Brigid was seen as a powerful and compassionate goddess who brought 

light and warmth to the cold, dark days of winter.  

In terms of her political significance, St. Brigid has been a symbol of 

Irish nationalism and resistance against British rule. Throughout 

Ireland's history, the Irish people have often looked to St. Brigid as a 

symbol of hope and resistance during times of oppression. Her legacy 

as a strong and compassionate leader has inspired generations of Irish 

citizens to fight for their rights and independence.  
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In more recent times, St. Brigid's legacy has continued to play a role in 

Ireland's political landscape. For example, during the Easter Rising in 

1916, one of the leaders, Padraig Pearse, invoked St. Brigid in his 

proclamation of the Irish Republic. This helped to further cement her 

place in the hearts and minds of the Irish people as a symbol of 

resistance and independence.  

In conclusion, St. Brigid's background and importance in Ireland's 

national politics cannot be overstated. Her legacy as a symbol of hope, 

resistance, and compassion has inspired generations of Irish citizens 

and continues to play a significant role in Irish political discourse.   

Go mbeirimid le cheile ar an mhi seo chugainn aris.  

Thank you for your time.  

 


